J:                              HISTORY OP GREAT BEITATX

Q, Give a critical picture of the political, economic and
social condition of England on the eve of the Tudor Rule. Or,

Q. Discuss the condition of England before the accession of
Henry VII to the throne of England, Or,

Q.   Picture England in 1485.

CONDITION OF ENGLAND
Political Condition

Great Power of the Barons. There was no powerful monarchy
in Eneland before the accession of the Tuclors to the throne. Feudal
lords, "also called barons, were in power everywhere in the country and
every one of them was a king on a smaller scale. They had their own
small armies. The soldiers were loyal to their own lords and not to
the King. The barons cared very little for the authority of the King
or the law of the land. There was no strong and sell-reliant monar-
chy in the country and the barons did what they pleased caring little
for the King.

But the Tudor period witnessed a great change. The power of the
great lords and barons was entirely crushed. A despotic and all-
powerful monarchy was established by the Tudprs and the barons
were deprived of all powers and privileges that they had fearlessly
exercised and misused bo far. Ths Tudor sovereigns rendered a
great service to the people by putting an end to the power of the
great lords who formed a constant menace to the ruling sovereigns
and the people. The Tudors gave the country peace and law which
it badly needed. They broke down the power of the turbulent barons
and established law and order in the country to save it from the
tyranny of the unscrupulous nobles.

Absence of Justice. Justice in the true sense was almost absent
in England before the advent of the Tudors. There were no uniform
laws in the country. The local lords made their own laws for the
areas where they were supreme. Equal and fair justice was not possi-
ble in the country for the lords applied the law as they liked and no
person had the courage to defy and disobey their verdicts. The courts
of the country were so much afraid of them that they were not pre-
pared to entertain a petitioner or appeal against them.

England Had no Position in International Politics. As a weak
and backward country England could nof^ake very active part in
international politics or establish political relations with other coun-
tries. On the other hand, countries like France, Spain and Rome
were considered very powerful and advanced countries. They had
international importance but England had none.

Economic Condition

Poverty and Starvation. From economic point of view, too, Eng-
land was passing through a serious crisis. A dreadful civil war
(wars of the Roses 1455-1485 between the Lancastrians and the
Yorkists) which had been going on for years had badly upset the